LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY
LOUISIANA AQUATIC CHELONIAN RESEARCH AND PROMOTION BOARD

SEPTEMBER 15, 2016, 10:00 A.M.

VETERANS MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM

5825 FLORIDA BOULEVARD

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA  70806

Proceeding

Dr. Brent Robbins, Keith Boudreaux, George White, Jr., Sharla Morace, and Roy Nugent were sworn in by Lindsey Hunter, LDAF General Counsel.

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Dr. Brent Robbins at 10:07 a.m.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Dr. Brent Robbins led the board in the Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL

The roll was called by John Walther.
Members Present: Dr. Robbins representing Commissioner Strain, Keith Boudreaux, George White, Jr., Roy Nugent and Sharla Morace.
Members Absent: 
Nominated board member Joseph Williams was not present.
John Walther declared a quorum was met.

Guests Present

Dr. Jonathon Roberts (LDAF), Sharon Verret, Quincy Verret, Emma Hebert, Mike Hebert, Steve Hebert, DMV, Dr. Mark Scurria (LDAF), Curtis Colsen (LSU Ag), Mr. Morace (Guest), Dr. Greg Lutz (LSU Ag), Dr. Elzer (LSU Ag), Dr. Diana Coulon (LSU Ag), Lindsey Hunter LDAF General Counsel, Sue Hagius (Researcher), Stacy Welch (LDAF),  Dr. Diane Stacy (Assistant State Veterinarian, LDAF), John Walther (Assistant Commissioner, LDAF), James Paul, and Ted Gauthier (LSU Ag).
Motion
Mr. Boudreaux made a motion to amend the agenda.  Mr. White seconded the motion.   Motion was passed.

Motion

Mr. Boudreaux made a motion that John Walther remain Director and Diane Stacy, DVM remain Assistant Director. Mr. White seconded the motion. Motion was passed.
Motion
Mr. Boudreaux made a motion to nominate Mr. White as Vice Chairman. Mr. Nugent seconded the motion. Motion was passed

Motion

Mr. Boudreaux made a motion to close all nominations.  Mr. Nugent seconded. Motion was passed.
PUBLIC COMMENT
Mr. Walther gave a reminder that all the board members need to take their Ethic Training course.  The ethic training is mandatory.
We proceeded with regular agenda at 10:14 a.m.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Ms. Morace made a motion for  the minutes to change the wording from voted to discussed in the executive session on September 30, 2015 board meeting.  Mr. Boudreaux seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimous. 
Financial statements were presented to the board members. 

OLD BUSINESS
Dr. Stacy spoke on the Status of Emergency Declaration. LAC 7: XXI. 1909  (Turtles) and the Salmonella testing SOPs.
Motion
Ms. Morace made a motion that Mr. Boudreaux gets reimbursed $348.00 for Salmonella test trail at LADDL. Mr. Nugent seconded. Motion was passed.
Sue Hagius gave an update on LADDL testing.

Curtis Colsen gave an update on LADDL testing.

NEW BUSINESS

Dr. Elzer spoke on new research proposals for 2016-2017. 
1. Salmonella Testing SOP.  $8000.00.  We propose to conduct a study that will scientifically document a turtle excretion assay for the detection of Salmonella.

2. Turtle self-clear using the flow through system. $12,000.00.  We propose to conduct a study that will use a flow through system that would test the rate at which turtles can be clear of Salmonella.  This study will be a follow up to the current Self Clear study which turtles clear Salmonella with monthly changes to their aquaria.

3. Twin Oxide egg wash treatment.  $7,500.00.  We propose to conduct an egg wash treatment using Twin Oxide.  Twin Oxide is a commercial available disinfectant that could provide an alternative to Baquacil and antibiotics.  The benefits of Twin Oxide are that it does not inactivate in the presence of bleach and has staying power.  The Twin Oxide is mixed on site and as needed, so self-life should not be an issue.
 

Dr. Greg Lutz spoke on the following proposals:

1. Enhanced self-clearing through use of recirculating holding systems. $9,184.00.  It appears that turtle hatchlings have generally “self-cleared” Salmonella from their bodies overtime, but clearing rates can range from 6 to 11 months.  The system will be designed to be affordable while maximizing the potential to eliminate undesirable bacteria and will be evaluated both biologically and economically in comparison to other potential self-clearing options.
2. Hatchlings for mosquito control in Central American Tanks. $4340.00. Operation Blessing (OB) is a non-profit organization that works in several Latin American countries, one of which is Honduras.  They are involved in a mosquito eradication program in a community called Mount Verde in Honduras, A small community with 333 homes.  In that part of the world, households have water storage tanks, called “pilas” to meet washing, bathing and even drinking (when boiled) needs.  Now there is growing concern in countries throughout Latin America that these tanks will facilitate the spread of the mosquitoes that carry Zika virus.
Total requested:  $41.024.00
Motion
Mr. Boudreaux made a motion to accept the proposal for $8,000.00 on Salmonella testing. Mr. Nugent seconded. Motion was passed.

Motion

Mr. Boudreaux made a motion to not accept the proposal for $12,000.00 on Turtle Self  Clear using the flow through system. Ms. Morace seconded. Motion passed.

Motion

Mr. Boudreaux made a motion to accept the proposal for $7,500.00 on Twin Oxide egg wash treatment. Ms. Morace seconded. The motion passed.

Motion
Mr. Boudreaux made a motion for the proposal of Enhanced self-clearing through use of recirculating holding system $9,184.00 to remain on the table for now.  Mr. Nugent seconded. Motion passed.
Motion

Mr. Boudreaux made a motion to accept the proposal for $4,340.00 Hatchlings for mosquito control in Central America Water Tanks.  Ms. Morace seconded.  The motion passed.
NEW BUSINESS
Mr. White would like the FDA to define the term “significant numbers” of salmonella cases.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Emma Hebert suggested that the money left in the Turtle Association be put into the Chelonian Board account.  Discussion followed. 
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Sharla Morace made a motion to adjourn.   Mr. Boudreaux seconded the motion.  The motion passed.  Meeting was dismissed at 12:21 p.m.
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